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Project Aim

FlexWBL creates a platform for implementation of a Work-based Learning (WBL)
framework in the national higher education systems of Armenia and Russia in order
to bridge the gap between skills supply and labour market demands in the university-
enterprise cooperation network and the wider economic and social environment
according to the Yerevan Communique, Paris Communique and EU 2020 strategy's
objectives.

What is Work-based Learning

Work-based study programmes typically employ different structures, approaches and
processes from those used in subject-based academic programmes. Work-based
Learning is the term being used here to describe a class of university study programmes
that bring together universities and work organizations to create new learning
opportunities in workplaces, where students are full-time employees, whose
programme of study is embedded in the workplace and is designed to meet the
learning needs of the employees and the aims of the organization.
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The project consortium

The driving rationale behind the project consortium is the development of a strong
partnership among 10 key higher education institutions in 3 European Member States
and 2 Partner Countries, which help facilitate and promote the European Work-based
Learning approach for those who want to work and learn. It is incredibly supportive to
encourage all “to provide inter-disciplinary programmes as well as to combine
academic and work-based learning." (Paris Communiqué, 2018).

In view of the recent international trends towards rediscovery of Work-based Learning
(WBL) in higher education as well as in vocational education and training, the current
situation in partner countries with the high demand of work-related learning, an
in-depth examination of WBL approach and development of WBL framework suitable
for Armenia and Russia is crucial for further development of flexible routes accessing

higher education institutions.
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